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Future Events 

Saturday 5th   May Meon Valley BKA Auction sale Tel/fax 023 8027 0622  e-mail: mintybees@hotmail.com 

November 15,16,17 National Honey Show   

 
FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Foot and mouth disease. 
 
 Due to restrictions, some outdoor meetings may be cancelled, if the meeting is on farmland 
please check with the host or the relevant Secretary.   
 
 If you do visit a farm where there is livestock, adhere to any request or direction that the 
farmer may give. Disinfect your boots and your tyres with the disinfectant usually provided at 
the farm gate. The minimum quantity of an approved disinfectant costs a lot of money but  
most farmers would provide a small quantity; the dilution rate is 500 to 1. Apparently carbolic 
type disinfectants, soda, and bleaches are not effective, however, in the absence of the proper 
disinfectant, the use of soda at the rate of 1Kg to 25 litres water is approved by MAFF. For full 
details and any amendments see the MAFF web site. 
 

I have heard very little lately of how other people’s colonies are faring, one can assume that 
due to the recent adverse weather conditions, beekeepers have been unable to make any as-
sessment. On March 28th I  went to one apiary of four colonies, one was very small and was be-
ing robbed, I do not think it can be saved, another was “doing well “ but the other two appeared 
to have drone laying queens. One apiary has been inaccessible for some time and will probably 
be a write off. However, not all is gloom, some of my stock is strong and very forward. 

 
A new approach to the fight against Varroa 
  

A very enthusiastic Katie Shaw of Rothamsted who made her subject extremely absorbing 
and interesting, gave Newbury’s Leaver Memorial Lecture “Fungi against Varroa”. There are 
hundreds of different fungi that are specific against particular organisms. One will kill earwigs, 
another will kill moth larvae, etc (this could be useful) but Katie is concentrating on fungi specific 
to mites. Funding for this particular research is for another two years and Katie seems confident 
that there will be something to offer before the present programme ends.  
 
 This talk was very instructive and well worth listening to, It is my hope that we will hear 
more of this young researcher in the future. 

RFC 
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THE APIARY IN MAY 
 

Back in March, I briefly mentioned a queen-less colony, so lets discuss this in more detail. 
A Queen who has been serviced by drones emits a chemical scent known as a pheromone. 
The worker bees caress and feed her, and in doing so, some of this smell is transferred to 
them. This mechanism organises the colony and enables it to work as one unit. If she becomes 
inefficient due to her store of male sperm becoming exhausted, or some other misfortune be-
falls her, the workers will raise another queen if there is young larvae or eggs available. If they 
can’t produce a replacement after a period of time, some of the worker’s ovaries will develop 
and they will be able to lay eggs. As these eggs have not been fertilised, they will evolve into 
drones, and the worker cells will be capped in a dome shape. The resulting drones will emerge 
not much bigger than a worker and will be useless. If the colony has reached this state, you will 
not be able to introduce a Queen, as they will consider that they already have one and will 
probably kill her. 

There are two options open for you. You can either cut your losses, destroy the bees by 
closing them up in the evening and pouring a cup full of petrol in the hole in the crown-board. 
Alternatively, you can try the following. Move the hive about ten feet or so behind its existing 
position and place a floorboard and an empty brood box on the old site. Take each frame out 
and shake all the bees onto the ground. Place this comb, now free of bees into the box on the 
original site. Do this with all the frames, fit crown-board, roof, and leave. What will happen is 
this; the laying workers or faulty queen will remain on the ground whilst the foragers will find 
their way back to their old site, after a day or so they will accept a Queen. You are now be able 
to introduce a new Queen via a queen cage or a hair curler, or you can unite it with another 
queen-right colony by placing it on top with a sheet of newspaper separating the two brood 
boxes. 

You may find you have two hives on the same site, one is very populous and may swarm, 
and the other is quite weak. Try transposing them. This generally evens them up quite well. 

Continue to fit empty supers when the previous one is about 2/3 full and continue to check 
for swarming. You may be able to extract by the end of this month especially if your bees have 
been on oilseed rape. This honey granulates very rapidly and should be extracted as soon as 
possible. You may extract even if the comb is not fully capped. Give it a good hard shake. If no 
liquid comes out it will be OK to proceed. 

 
Ambrosia 

 
£7.50 –News from the 2001 BBKA Annual Delegate meeting. 
 
Once again I attended the ADM at Stoneleigh on your behalf. This is the BBKA AGM and the 
meeting at which Associations can put forward formal propositions which, if agreed by the 
meeting, become BBKA policy. Later in the year an Open Forum is held during which similar 
things happen but in a much less formal way. This and the next two articles continue my policy 
of reporting these affairs giving the results and my impressions of the proceedings. If you want 
to know more, ring me on 01189 343501 or Email me on 
bernhard@schumann2.freeserve.co.uk. 
 

1. 2001 at the BBKA was almost entirely taken up by the move to the new building, an 
enormous task for the small team of volunteers almost entirely from Warwickshire BKA.  
This is now complete and the new building looks splendid, both inside and out. BBKA are 
now hard at work looking for people to hire the building for conferences etc. and thereby 
offset some of the running costs. This, in my opinion is entirely practicable. 
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2. Despite the enormous cost of the above, BBKA funds have gone up from £236k to £248k 

and our annual membership remains at £7.50. I said last year that I liked the style of the 
new Treasurer. 

 
3. Next years plan is to establish a teaching apiary, workshop and development department 

just across the road from the new headquarters on what looks like an ideal site. 
 

4. The BBKA have introduced a new Certificate awarded for long term (50 years) contribu-
tion to beekeeping and, among the first people to receive the award is our own George 
Hawthorne. 

 
5. For years the BBKA have maintained a small research fund from which they contribute to 

worthy development programmes. They try to get each member to contribute a voluntary 
£1.50 per year to this, but very few of us do! The usual deep-pocketed argument is “what 
worthwhile work could be done with £1.50 from only 9k members, considering the cost of 
research these days?” Well now, last year BBKA put £4k into the Rothamstead work on 
EFB field identification. Because the BBKA showed willing, the Government put in an-
other £500k and the work is now well ahead. We should reconsider our policy not to con-
tribute! 

 
That’s a summary of the good news from the AGM part of the meeting. This is always what 
the Executive want us to hear but the second half can often be more revealing. I’ll report on 
that next month. 

  
      Bernhard Schumann.  

 

BEE INVOLVED 
 
Contributions or photographs for the Newsletter can be sent by e-mail but the name of the 

sender must be included but need not be published. Berksbees@lineone.net 
Editor 

 
SWARM COLLECTION 
 

An attempt is being made to make a National list of beekeepers willing to collect swarms. If 
you are willing to have your name and telephone number included on a list, please contact your 
own Secretary or the News Editor. As you would be contacted by telephone, it does not matter 
if you do not have an e-mail address, also, you would be expected to state your own charges. 
So far there are only three names put forward for our Federation area. Some beekeepers do 
not wish their names to go on a published list but would be willing to help in an emergency, we 
want to know about these also. DO NOT LET SWARMS GO.  

 
DISEASE 
 
Your Regional Bee Inspectors are: -  
 
 Dr. Beulah Cullen. Hillingdon, Middlesex.  Fax/Telephone number  01895  810469 
 South Eastern Region:- Mr. James Morton  Fax/Telephone number  020 8571 6450 
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READING and DISTRICT BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 
 

At our last winter meeting (Thursday 8th March), Martin Buckle demonstrated how versatile 
beeswax is. He produced some really thin sheets of wax suitable to be pressed into foundation 
by pouring liquid wax over a wet board, similar to the Herring foundation tray system. He 
amazed me by only using tap water for this process; I always thought that you must use rain-
water or add vinegar to tap water, otherwise it would be spoilt, but it looked perfect to me. It just 
goes to show; one can always learn some different ideas from these meetings. I hasten to add 
that he does use rainwater to clean his wax. He has a novel way of cleaning it too. He uses a 
metal mesh strainer with a cloth fixed to the outside of the strainer and places this on the sur-
face of the molten wax. The wax percolates through and is collected by scooping it from the 
strainer. 

He then produced a number of models he had made from wax. These included a steam 
train, complete with all its push rods and camshafts plus a tender, (a worthy winner at the Na-
tional), a beekeeper examining a WBC hive with little frames and a hive tool — all fashioned in 
wax, a hay wagon, and many more, all-excellent replicas. He then demonstrated how he 
achieves these little marvels, by making little boxes and joining the corners with a modified 
electric soldering iron. He even produced a model violin, which was so light and delicate! All 
these were handed around for close examination. They were surprisingly robust. 

I think it a great pity if we lose these interesting winter meetings because people fail to offer 
to serve on the committee or help to run our organisation. Our fate is in your hands. 

This is the last meeting on your current programme. The new programme is being prepared 
and it is hoped it will be available shortly. 

I have just learnt that one of our longest serving members, Ron Tanner has passed away. 
His funeral was held on Wednesday 21st March. A clever man and a great beekeeper. We send 
our sincere sympathies to his grieving family. 

 
Secretary: Mr. R. Kiff, 114 Silverdale Road, Earley, Reading RG6 7LU Tel. 0118 966 5358 

 
 

Obituary 
 
We are sorry to report the death of Ron Tanner after a long struggle with a heart 

problem; Our President represented the Association at his funeral. 
 
Ron was one of Reading’s oldest members and a regular attendee at our meetings, 

He moved to Reading from High Wycombe with his bees about 35 years ago in the 
course of his employment in Post Office Telephones and BT.  

 
He successfully ran an apiary of six to eight Nationals on an ideally situated site 

overlooking an old quarry at the bottom of his garden. 
 
Ron was always willing to engage in a serious discussion over bee-management in 

a friendly way, leaving his talking companion much better advised and with enhanced 
enthusiasm. We shall miss him 

. G.H.F. 
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SOUTH CHILTERNS BEEKEEPING ASSOCIATION 
 

Our last winter meeting brought out a good attendance when Geoff. Seamark gave an ex-
cellent presentation illustrated by slides of his beekeeping experiences around the world. He 
also recalled a few humourous incidents from his time working for R.O.B. Manley. 

Our May outdoor meeting will take place on Saturday 19th at the apiary of Viola Crowe at 
Brightwell-cum-Sotwell. This visit will be of interest especially to those of us who visited Viola’s 
bees last year to compare their progress. IN ADDITION, we will hold our annual PLANT SALE 
at this meeting, so please bring along anything that you think can be sold, with the proceeds 
going to the association. 

If any of our meetings are affected by the Foot and Mouth outbreak, you will be given ade-
quate warning, but a telephone call to the host just prior to the meeting should prevent anyone 
turning up on to a cancelled a meeting. 

Hon. Secretary: -  George Butler 0118 983 2735  
 
From a new member who had his News by e-mail 
 

Ron, 
 
Received newsletter, opened up and read with out any problems. 
 
I would be happy to receive all newsletters in the future this way, saves 
on printing and postage, every little helps. 
 
 
 There have been several suggestions from members to e-mail Newsletters but this is the 
first in writing. If anyone would like his or her Newsletter by e-mail, it can be arranged, this 
should preferably be done through the Membership Secretary otherwise there would be no 
saving in postage. E-mail newsletters would be dispatched in time for the first of the month. The 
format will be Acrobat  which can be read by anyone with an internet connection and is one of 
the safest. Send your e-mail address to berksbees@lineone.net 
 
 

WOKINGHAM & DISTRICT BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

The monthly meeting on 14th March was well attended by Wokingham members and visi-
tors from other BBKA clubs. They came to hear bee farmer Jim Chambers talk on his 40 years 
experience of keeping hives, of which he has about 350. They are kept at various locations 
enabling him to harvest honey from many different crops.  

 
His favourite source is borage, which produces a lovely, light-coloured honey with a distinc-

tive flavour that is slow to crystallise. Also popular with customers is heather honey, which he 
gathers from hives placed in the New Forest. 
 

Although he breeds some queens, Jim finds that the best queens come from Hawaii, they 
handle well, do not become fierce, and are very productive throughout the season. If any dis-
ease is detected he has to be quite ruthless and he destroys the hive contents immediately. 
The best outlet for his honey and wax-based products is through the Farmer’s Markets that are 
so popular now.  
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Jim is naturally very concerned by the foot and mouth outbreak that has already affected 
his freedom to go onto farmland but stresses the need to take every precaution and to make 
contact with the landowner beforehand. 
 

Hon. Joint Secretaries: Sylvia Smallbone & John Edwards 0118 934 0238 
 
SLOUGH AND DISTRICT BEEKEEPERS’ SOCIETY 

  
 The annual Dinner in March was a great success, with twenty-six members and guests 
enjoying their culinary results at the Hot Rocks Bistro in Eton Wick.  Our thanks go to Don Church 
for organising this year’s event. 
 

This month, the apiary meetings will be on the Sundays of 6th and 20th May, at 3pm.  The pro-
gramme of demonstrations had not yet been announced when writing this.  Hopefully, those who 
attended the April winter meeting will have heard what was planned and given their views, so that 
the arrangements will be in place by now.  You can call the Secretary, Michael Sheasby on 01753 
642656 to find out what is happening this month. 

 
Newsletter items to: Joy Dodson.  Burnham (01628) 664091 

 
 

Newsletter "Deadline": - Contributions to arrive with the Editor by the First Post on the First of the 
Month for the Following Month.  
To enable the Advertisement Manager to place adverts with the Editor for the 1st of the month dead-
line; adverts should be sent well before this time. 
 
ADVERTISEMENT ENTRIES: - 2 Lines for £1.00. Commercial, £1.00 per line, together with 
your cheque made payable to FBBKA. To be sent to the Advertisement Manager:- 
Mr. Michael Blackburn, M.B. Photography, 41 Prospect Street, Caversham, Reading, RG4 8JV. 
Telephone:- (0118) 947 9450/5451 
 
GET THE BEST DEALS LOCALLY  by ringing John Belcher on 0118 984 2321 for the full 
range of Thornes equipment. Most items are in stock and the rest just a phone call away. Apis-
tan, together with other approved treatments at very competitive prices including the recently 
released Thymol based products, Apiguard, and Thymovar. Rendered beeswax in exchange for 
foundation. 
 
SURPLUS HONEY FOR SALE IN 30lb CONTAINERS £1.10 per pound. Apply 0118 947 
9450/0370 273092. 
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Happy Healthy Honeybees 
 

 March 2001 

 Foot & Mouth Disease Restrictions 
 
It is incumbent on all beekeepers with out-apiaries to 
ask permission of the landowner or his agent before 
going onto land to tend bees and also to comply with 
any required disinfection procedures.  
 
Washing Soda Solution, 1kg dissolved in approx. 5 gal-
lons water, is an approved disinfectant for Foot & 
Mouth Disease. 
 
Bee Inspectors also need the permission of the land-
owner or his agent, before they can inspect bees on 
agricultural land. Please make sure you know the rele-
vant telephone numbers. 
 
At present, no inspections by National Bee Unit (NBU) 
inspectors will take place in areas where MAFF restric-
tions have been imposed. 
 
Appointed Bee Inspectors (ABIs) 
 
The 2001 Inspection Season is almost upon us. I am 
pleased to report that the inspectors will be the same as last 
year and they will be working from April 2nd until September 
28th. 
 

Beulah Cullen  Tel. 01895 810469 
East Berkshire, South & Mid Bucks 
 

Julian Johnston Tel. 01993 850432 
Oxfordshire, North Wiltshire, & North West Berkshire 
 
Brian Roberts  Tel. 01202 822119 
Dorset, South Wiltshire & New Forest 
 
Maurice Roll  Tel. 01327 830114 
Northamptonshire & North Buckinghamshire 
 
David Purchase Tel. 01256 781288 
Isle of Wight & Hampshire, except New Forest, Mid-Wiltshire, South 
West Berkshire 
 
Last year, 3 cases of American foul brood (AFB) and 233 of 
European foul brood (EFB) were found in the Region; most 

of these were reported by ABI’s. Please inspect your brood 
thoroughly as soon as the weather is warm enough. If you 
are the least bit concerned over the possibility of foul brood 
in your colony, phone your inspector promptly or send a 
sample of suspect larvae to the NBU. Voluntary sample kits 
are available from your ABI, on request. 
 
Foul brood is not a major problem when it is diagnosed 
in the early stages.  
 
Aureomycin 
 
Those colonies that had to be treated with aureomycin in 
the absence of oxytetracycline last season and are there-
fore still under standstill notices, will be inspected as soon 
as possible. It may be necessary to send a sample of honey 
to the NBU to make sure that there are no aureomycin resi-
dues still present. 
 
“Shook Swarms” for EFB colonies 
The ‘shook swarm’ trial for colonies with EFB will continue 
this season; the procedure will also be available for suit-
able, badly diseased colonies, which would otherwise have 
been destroyed. 
Colonies need to be strong enough to draw a complete set 
of brood combs from foundation, in time to rear sufficient 
numbers of healthy ‘winter’ bees. For this reason, the end of 
June will probably be the last useful time to carry out the 
procedure. There will be a three year follow-up period for 
these colonies. 
 
NBU Research into an alternative treatment for EFB 
 
Some of you may already know that research at Cardiff 
University has shown that a non-pathogenic bacterium, 
Paenibacillus larvae var.pulvifaciens,(PLP), produces sub-
stances which are destructive, in the laboratory, to the bac-
terium which causes EFB, Melissococcus plutonius. Further 
research is underway at the National Bee Unit (NBU), to 
find a method of exploiting this property of PLP that will pro-
vide remedial and prophylactic treatment for EFB. NBU 
hopes to begin field trials this season and will need pairs of 
colonies with EFB; one of each pair will be treated conven-
tionally with oxytetracycline and the other with PLP. NBU 
plans to hire such colonies from the beekeeper and will 
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unfortunate enough to have two suitable colonies with EFB, 
please volunteer for this trial. 
 
Hygienic behaviour of different races of bees  
 
How efficiently do bees detect diseased or dead brood in 
the comb and eject it from the hive? Do differences in this 
respect between bees from different parts of the country 
have anything to do with the uneven distribution of disease?  
NBU is setting up a study to investigate this possibility and 
will need the co-operation of some beekeepers. Details will 
be available at the Stoneleigh Convention in April, or from 
the NBU. 
 
Geographical spread of pathogenic bacteria 
 
As a further investigation into the reasons for the uneven 
distribution of disease, NBU is planning to take swabs from 
brood combs of both diseased and apparently healthy colo-
nies in England & Wales, to determine which bacteria are 
resident there. The swabs will be taken by the ABIs and will 
not involve loss of brood comb. 
 
‘Disease Liaison Contact’ Training Days at NBU, York 
 
The NBU is again organising training in disease recognition 
and there are places available on June 15th, 
July 6th and July 20th. If you are interested, please talk to 
me or phone the NBU. 
 
If you are unable to go to the NBU, you may be interested in 
a day nearer home. I am running Disease Training Days in 
Sherborne, Salisbury, Towcester, Petersfield and Iver 
(Bucks) during the season. These days have been organ-
ised by the local BKAs for their members but it is possible 
that there may be a few spare places. Please phone me if 
you are interested. 
 
Microscopy Courses 
 
The two one-day courses that were held at my home in 
February were well attended and appreciated. If there are 
beekeepers who would be interested, I can arrange some 
further sessions in the autumn. Please contact me to regis-
ter your interest and let me know whether you are available 
on a weekday or whether Saturdays or Sundays are your 
only possible days. 
 
BKA Membership Lists 
Please may I have a copy of your current membership lists? 
As I have said before, the information will only be used for 
contacting beekeepers to arrange colony inspections; I 
would give a copy to the appropriate ABI unless I was in-
structed otherwise. We can operate a much more efficient 
service if we know where the bees live!   Thank you for all 
the BKA newsletters that many   

Associations send to me. I really enjoy reading them to find 
out what is happening out there. I have been known  
to invite myself to interesting lectures when they are not too 
far away. 
 
Spray Liaison Co-ordinators 
 
Please will secretaries send me the names of spray liaison 
co-ordinators as soon as they are appointed. If I hear noth-
ing, I shall either send last year’s names or give the Asso-
ciation secretary’s name. 
 
Association Secretaries 
 
I hope that I have recorded correctly any change of secre-
tary of which I have been informed. If this letter arrives at 
the wrong destination, please let me know! 
 
Newsletters and foul brood maps by e-mail 
 
This letter and the monthly foul brood maps issued during 
the inspection season are available to any interested per-
son by e-mail. Enter “subscribe” in the subject line, followed 
by the Southern Region county in which you are interested 
and send to me at the address below. If you have e-mail but 
receive this letter by Royal Mail, please send me your e-
mail address for future communications. 
 
Suggestion 
 
If it is expedient to make fewer visits to your bees than nor-
mal because of the Foot & Mouth restrictions, put several 
supers on each hive, separated by sheets of newspaper, on 
the  first visit. The newspaper will stop some of the heat 
loss and the bees will chew through it when they need the 
space. 
 
“If bees be sick, (for all that live must die), 
That may be known by signes most certainly; 
Their bodies are discoloured, and their face 
Looks wan, which shows that death comes on apace. 
They carry forth their dead and do lament, 
Hanging o’ th’ dore, or in their hives are pent”. 

James Howell “Parley of Beasts” (1660) 
 
I wish you all a most enjoyable and successful season 
Beulah 

Regional Bee Inspector 
Beulah M Cullen 

26 Sweetcroft Lane 
Hillingdon 

Middx   UB10 9LD 
Tel/Fax  01895 810469 

e-mail  b.cullen@csl.gov.uk 
 
 


